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Newport News Composite Squadron 

December 2009 Safety Briefing 
 

 

 
1.  National Safety Council (NSC) Safety Calendar 

  

2.  Aviation Safety 

 Air Safety eJournal Blog - Turkey of a Pattern 

  

3.  Driving Safety 

 Stuck Accelerator 

  

4.  Personal Safety 

 Seasonal Safety - Top 5 Tips for Safe Holiday Toy Shopping  

 12 Volt Chargers 

  

5.  Risk Management 

 Two Recent Articles in Daily Press 

  Electrical Fire 

  Seat Belts 

 

6.  December Sentinel 
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National Safety Council Calendar 

December 
2009  

        

December 1 - 
31  

Safe Toys and 
Gifts Month 

National Safe 

Kids Campaign 

 http://www.safekids.org 

  

November 24 - 
December 31  

Tie One On for 
Safety 
Campaign 

Mothers Against 

Drunk Driving 

(717) 

657-3911 

maddpa@ 

verizon.net 

madd.org  

NSC 

Safety Campaign  

 

Tie One On for Safety Campaign – Driver Safety 

Safe Toys and Gifts Month – Personal Safety 

http://www.safekids.org/
mailto:maddpa@verizon.net
mailto:maddpa@verizon.net
http://www.madd.org/
http://www.nsc.org/resources/Factsheets/road/drunk_driving.aspx
http://www.nsc.org/resources/Factsheets/road/drunk_driving.aspx


Page 3 of 15 

 

Aviation Safety 

http://blog.aopa.org/asfblog/ 

Turkey of a Pattern 
November 24, 2009 by Bruce Landsberg  

As our thoughts turn to Thanksgiving, I’m thankful that a maneuver I 

witnessed last weekend at a very busy non-towered airport didn’t test 

Newton’s second law . As I was waiting in the lineup for takeoff , the 

frequency was abuzz with everyone reporting various legs in perfect VFR 

weather. A Mooney on base leg apparently didn’t see the Cirrus flying a much 

wider base. He should have but didn’t. 

The Mooney turned final as did the Cirrus and both announced but nobody, it 

seems, was looking or listening.  The Cirrus rapidly overtook the Mooney and 

it looked like there would be widely scattered composite and aluminum in the 

forecast. I advised the Cirrus pilot that he had a Mooney at his 12 o’clock low on final. 

Most pilots would have acknowledged, sidestepped to the right to keep the traffic ahead in sight and 

started a climb straight ahead to re-enter downwind at least midfield or beyond.  This particular runway 

has right traffic. The Cirrus pilot announced he was starting a left 360 so as to re-enter on final from the 

left side. I probably overstepped my bounds by again advising the Cirrus that he would come head-to-

head with another aircraft on right base. Unfazed, the Cirrus pilot tucked in closely behind a Cessna that 

was following the Mooney. The second aircraft may have ―just‖ cleared the runway when the Cirrus 

touched down. It was an astounding piece of airmanship! 

After reflecting on this for 48 hours, here are some observations:  Midair collisions are rare – average less 

than 10 per year. They are often serious with fatalities on one or both aircraft. They frequently result in 

significant reactions from media and the non-flying public even if the wreckage doesn’t cause significant 

ground damage. Remember the Hudson collision?  It was the first one in the corridor in 45 years and the 

changes are far reaching. This situation had huge negative potential for this airport based on this pilot’s 

spur-of-the-moment decision to take a shortcut. 

Here are two Safety Advisors for review: 

 

Operations at Non-Towered Airports ( PDF)  

  

 

Collision Avoidance ( PDF) 

 

 

http://blog.aopa.org/asfblog/
http://blog.aopa.org/asfblog/?p=562
http://www.aopa.org/asf/publications/sa08.pdf
http://www.aopa.org/asf/publications/sa15.pdf
http://www.aopa.org/asf/publications/sa08.pdf
http://www.aopa.org/asf/publications/sa15.pdf
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Driving Safety 
 

Consumer Reports - January 2010 Issue, Page 15 
Play video at: 
http://video.consumerreports.org/services/player/bcpid1886192484?bctid=48234862001 

 

http://video.consumerreports.org/services/player/bcpid1886192484?bctid=48234862001
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Tie One On for Safety Campaign 
 

http://safetydailyadvisor.blr.com/archive/2009/11/06/training_MADD_drunk_dr

iving.aspx 

 

In 1986, MADD started its ―Tie One on for Safety‖ campaign—which runs during the holiday 

season when drinking tends to increase—and involves drivers tying red ribbons on their vehicle 

antennas or placing red ribbon decals in vehicle windows. Tie your training into this campaign 

by addressing the problem of alcohol in the workplace and its impact on safety. 

 

 

 

  

http://safetydailyadvisor.blr.com/archive/2009/11/06/training_MADD_drunk_driving.aspx
http://safetydailyadvisor.blr.com/archive/2009/11/06/training_MADD_drunk_driving.aspx
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Personal Safety 
 

http://www.usa.safekids.org/tier3_cd.cfm?content_item_id=27751&folder_id=301 

Seasonal Safety  

Top 5 Tips for Safe Holiday Toy Shopping  

Each year, more than 3 billion toys and games are sold in the United States, with 65 percent 

of these sales occurring between the day after Thanksgiving and the day before Christmas. Learn 

how to shop safe this holiday season by following these top 5 tips: 

 Before shopping for toys, consider the child's age, interest and skill level. A fun, but 

inappropriate toy for a particular child can be dangerous. 

 Keep toys with small parts away from children under age 3. They can choke on small 

toys and toy parts. 

 Shopping at a second hand shop this holiday season? Check recalls.gov to make sure 

kids' products and toys are safe and haven't been recalled. 

 Bikes or scooters make great holiday gifts. But remember that a helmet is a necessity, not 

an accessory when it comes to wheeled sports. 

 Consider alternatives to putting children in shopping carts including strollers and carts 

that have plastic mini-cars or trucks attached to the front or back. If you must use a cart, 

make sure your child stays seated and is secured by a seat belt. 

Learn more about toy safety at Safe Kids USA 

Safe Kids USA 

1301 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Suite 1000 

Washington, DC 20004 

Tel: (202) 662-0600 

Fax: (202) 393-2072 

  

http://www.usa.safekids.org/tier3_cd.cfm?content_item_id=27751&folder_id=301
http://www.recalls.gov/
http://bit.ly/4amA5L
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Subject: 12 Volt Chargers 

 

Something to share from Michael E. Newbury Jr. Tyndall Fire & Emergency Services  

 

Attached are pictures of a 2007 Chevy Suburban destroyed as a result of an electrical fire.  Please 

distribute to personnel in your facilities.   

 

This fire resulted from leaving an I-phone charger/docking station plugged into the car outlet.  

The charger unit overheated and started a fire, while parked in a residential garage.  The owners 

of the vehicle were VERY fortunate that they accidentally found the fire, at 11pm, before going 

to bed and before it spread to the house.   

 

None of the garage heat detectors or house fire alarms went off (which is another problem that 

must be dealt with.)   

 

This is a reminder that ALL in-car chargers should be unplugged when the vehicle is unattended.  

As electronics have proliferated in our lives and vehicles it is not unusual to find multiple 12-volt 

receptacles in vehicles.  

 

 



Page 8 of 15 

 

 

 

  



Page 9 of 15 

 

Risk Management 

Deliberate – Strategic ORM Level – Experience from fire investigations, accident investigations. 

Risk Control Implementation - Don’t put overload electric outlets, wear seat belts. 

Time Critical Level – Assess risks before engaging in activity. 
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